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INTRODUCTION

We are now seeking our first Minister, someone whose own deep faith will inspire 
and challenge us, and by their preaching and conduct of worship, help us deepen 
our faith. We seek someone with the ability to work creatively alongside other 
members of the ministry team, while encouraging the congregation to use and 
develop their God-given gifts and talents.

On 1 January 2024, the Perth Presbytery Mission Plan regarding congregations in 
the North East of Dundee was implemented and the four existing congregations, 
became one new church, Dundee: Northeast Church of Scotland. A congregation 
serving the areas of Craigiebank, Douglas, Fintry, Mid Craigie and Whitfield.

The vision of The Church of Scotland is to be a Church which seeks to inspire the 
people of Scotland and beyond with the Good News of Jesus Christ through 
enthusiastic worshipping, witnessing, nurturing and serving communities, a vision 
to which we subscribe. Our own vision states: we are a family of God’s people 
called to worship God, and to serve the communities of the Northeast of Dundee, 
rooted in his word, empowered by his Spirit, seeking to share the Gospel and 
follow Jesus in everyday life. A Church, prayerfully committed to growing together 
that we might share God’s love in word and deed, locally, nationally and globally.



HISTORY OF THE 
CHARGE/CONGREGATION

Our newly united congregation is located in the north and east of Dundee. A map 
showing the extent of the parish can be found with the Statistics for Mission 
document, linked at the end of this profile. The Parish population is 28,115 and 
the area consists almost exclusively of housing constructed very shortly after 
the second world war, although there are pockets of new build houses, both 
social and private. 

Craigiebank and Douglas & Mid Craigie churches had been vacant since the 
retirement of their minister in 2018; Fintry since the demission of their minister in 
2022 and Whitfield since the retirement of their minister in 2022. Owing to the 
recent Union of the four churches, the composition of the congregation is still in 
formation. The average congregation on a Sunday is 50-60, ranging from age 3 to 
almost 90. Many of our housebound members take an active interest in the church 
and receive regular visits and information. The Congregational Roll, which is due to 
be reviewed, currently stands at 191 members and 13 adherents; however, a 
number of folk attend regularly who are not paper members but are considered 
part of our church family. Since the Union we have welcomed two new members 
and one new adherent. 



The Kirk Session, which is made up of eight elders together with two assessor 
elders, operates under the Unitary Constitution. The Kirk Session of Dundee 
Northeast voted not to depart from the historic and current practice in relation to 
ministers or deacons who are in a civil partnership or a same sex marriage.

The current Presbytery Mission Plan 
envisages the three charges in the 
North of Dundee; Craigowl, Downfield 
Mains and Dundee Northeast, moving 
towards a formal Parish Grouping. See 
page 35 of the Presbytery of Perth 
Presbytery Mission Plan – links at the 
end of the Profile.

With all the legacy congregations 
having been vacant for some time we 
are excited about entering a period of 
stability with continuity and clear 
leadership. The congregation has a 
sincere and growing faith and is open, 
and looking forward to, the next 
chapter.



COMMUNITY 
PROFILE
While the parish is currently designated a Priority Area, with 
significant areas given over to housing, there is still plenty of 
green space for sport and recreation. 

Douglas & Mid Craigie is the most deprived parish area in our 
Presbytery and 15th on the Church of Scotland Priority Area 
List. The 2020 Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) 
indicated that Dundee City had the 5th largest local share of 
deprived areas in Scotland with more than a third of data zones 
(38%) among the 20% most deprived in Scotland. Linlathan & 
Mid Craigie are the highest areas of deprivation and 7th overall 
in Scotland. (See link to the SIMD map in Section 12.) 

Nursery:
The following Primary Schools have Early Years provision; 
Ballumbie, Claypotts Castle, Craigiebarns, Fintry, Glebelands 
and Rowantree. Baluniefield, Longhaugh and Quarry View 
Nursery Schools are also in our Parish.

Primary:
Ballumbie, Claypotts Castle, Rowantree (Mid Craigie), Fintry, 
Longhaugh, St Pius X RC Primary and St Francis RC Primary are 
in our parish, with part of Glebelands and Craigiebarns Primary 
School catchment areas also in our parish.

Secondary:
Greenfield Academy is a new-build secondary school in 
Dundee, formed by the merger of Braeview Academy and 
Craigie High School which both served the communities in the 
North and East of Dundee. It is part of the £100 million 
Drumgeith Community Campus and will be Dundee's largest 
secondary school with around 1,500 pupils. The school is 
scheduled to open in August 2025. St Paul’s RC Academy also 
serves our Parish.

Schools



We have strong links with some schools in our parish. This 
takes the form of leading whole-school assemblies, centring 
around an aspect of the Christian faith in a fun, engaging and 
innovative manner. In addition to this, in consultation with 
school staff, we also run an early intervention mentoring 
programme in a primary school, in partnership with Christian 
charity, Transforming Life for Good. This programme sees local 
Church members spend one hour a week, for one year, with the 
same young person, with the goal of lasting change.

Community Centres: 
Douglas Community Centre, Finmill Centre, Whitfield 
Community Project are all in our Parish and have all recently 
been under threat of closure. We have opportunities to work 
alongside the staff and local community workers.

Workplace Chaplaincy:
There is scope for workplace chaplaincy in a wide range of 
situations, however currently there is no formal role in 
existence.

WORSHIP LIFE
For the first eighteen months of the Union, the congregation 
gathered each Sunday morning for worship alternating monthly 
between the former Douglas & Mid Craigie Church and the 
former Fintry Church. The Kirk Session, after consultation with 
the congregation, is planning in the future to use just one of our 
buildings for Sunday worship. 

Sunday morning services are fairly traditional with hymns 
chosen from CH4, Mission Praise or Praise, although we do 
occasionally sing some more modern worship songs. We are 
fortunate to have two very talented musicians to lead our sung 
worship. Data projection is used during the service for hymn 
and song words and the bible reading, as well as children’s talk 
or sermon illustrations.  There is a rota of members who do the 
Bible reading each week and members occasionally lead 
prayers during the service. Over the past year there has been 
increased participation of members in our church services. 
Despite initial reservations, on the part of some, there has been 
overwhelming support from the congregation.



Including our young folk in our worship is important to us. They usually join 
us for the first part of the service and then go to Sparks where the dedicated 
leaders help them to grow in their faith in age-appropriate ways, through 
Bible stories, crafts, quizzes and games.

Refreshments are provided after the service, and we enjoy the opportunity 
to chat and catch up with each other’s news.

On the last Sunday of the month, we have an evening Prayer Time, using 
Zoom, when we pray for local, national and international situations as well as 
our own personal concerns.

Communion is held four times a year and occasionally at other times such as 
Maundy Thursday.

We are encouraged by the openness to spiritual conversation and reflection 
among those we are in contact with through community outreach, and can 
see the potential for formation of new worshipping communities in some 
areas.

Worship, however, is not just for a Sunday and there are other opportunities 
for people to worship together, for example monthly services at two of the 
three care home in our parish as well as at a Day Care Centre for adults.  
Community outreach events in the summer and at Christmas also give 
opportunity for people to worship together.

For the first eighteen months of the Union the congregation has 
gathered each Sunday morning for worship month about 
between the former Douglas & Mid Craigie Church and the 
former Fintry Church. The Kirk Session, after consultation with 
the congregation is planning in the future to use just one of our 
buildings for Sunday worship. 

Sunday morning services are fairly traditional with hymns 
chosen from CH4, Mission Praise or Praise, although we do 
occasionally sing some more modern worship songs. We are 
fortunate to have two very talented musicians to lead our sung 
worship. Data projection is used during the service for hymn and 
song words and the bible reading, as well as children’s talk or 
sermon illustrations.  There is a rota of members who do the 
Bible reading each week and members occasionally lead prayers 
during the service. Over the past year there has been increased 
participation of members in our church services. Despite initial 
reservations, on the part of some, there has been overwhelming 
support from the congregation.



Pastoral Care had been delivered in slightly different ways in each of the 
four legacy congregations and as a new congregation, we have been 
working out the best way to care for one another, and those who engage 
regularly in our community activities e.g. the Food Larder or the Tots group.

Pastoral Care in Dundee Northeast takes place in a number of organic ways. 
Currently two of the ministry team have a pastoral component to their remit, 
and ensure those who are housebound are visited, and that contact is 
maintained with those who have felt unable to be part of the united church.

There is a good level of informal mutual support and care in the 
congregation, as circumstances and needs become known. Tea and coffee 
after the service, the Ladies’ Bible Study and Tea and Toast are contexts 
within which such news is shared. Church flowers are a means of sharing in 
celebration, or expressing care and support, as appropriate. The delivery of 
the magazine offers an opportunity to communicate with less frequent 
attenders who still value their connection.

We have opportunities to work alongside health professionals and 
community workers for situations which require more skill and experience 
than we are able to offer. 

Requests for baptism, baby blessings and funerals enable connection, which 
can be built on, with our wider community. The Youth Club and Transforming 
Lives for Good (youth mentoring in school) also provide opportunities for 
listening to, and supporting in an appropriate and structured way, young 
people, whose circumstances may be challenging. 

PASTORAL CARE



CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION
Young People

We are one of the leading organisations in the community in terms of provision for 
children and young people. This starts with the very youngest in our community 
who we engage with at our weekly Tots group. This is a time for parents/carers to 
establish social connections, improve mental health and reduce social isolation. For 
children the opportunity to play, learn and create in a safe nurturing environment, 
led by our experienced team, is very welcomed.

We also have a well-established Girls Brigade company which looks to promote 
friendships across different schools, improve self-esteem, promote an active 
lifestyle and the opportunity to explore faith and learn.   

Our weekly youth group is thriving and this year we have seen more young people 
than ever before, all with no prior Church connection. This is a safe place for 
young people to meet, grow and fulfil their God-given potential. We are also 
adding a further weekly session for those wishing to explore faith further. we aim 
to go on a trip four times per year. In addition, young people can go on three faith-
based residentials in Pitlochry through our partners Christian charity, Go! Youth 
Trust based in central Scotland.  

As mentioned in Section 3 we also have strong links with local schools. 

Outwith termtime we host free 
divisionary play sessions in 
partnership with other local 
organisations. For youth-group 
aged young people, we are 
continually evolving and 
developing our ministries for these 
age groups and keen to see where 
God leads across both sites.  



Adults

We also have a tradition of structured Christian education for adults. Many of our 
members are accustomed to, and appreciate, careful and systematic Bible teaching 
and its application.

In addition to this, we have a longstanding weekly Ladies’ Bible study, with a 
faithful and mixed membership. Some are used to academic study – and some not – 
but all are committed to sharing and helping one another to learn. There is a strong 
desire to understand more of God’s Word and how it applies to us in our current 
circumstances.

There has also been a range of shorter courses which have been attended by the 
wider congregation (and visitors, at times), Alpha, The Bible Course by Andrew 
Ollerton, The Prayer Course by Pete Greig, to name a few. These have been 
appreciated – and there is certainly enough momentum to start other regular 
groups and occasionally offer further courses.

WORLD CHURCH
As a congregation we try to keep up to date with what is happening in the World 
Church, and regularly support through prayer and financial gifts, organisations such 
as OMF, OM, Tearfund, Christian Aid and Blythswood (through their Shoe Box 
Appeal). We also support, by prayer and financial giving, members and past 
members of our congregation who are involved in mission work overseas. Several 
current members work alongside overseas students at the universities and colleges 
in Dundee under the umbrella of Friends International.



Currently there is no local clergy grouping, or local grouping of churches together; 
however, in the past there has been a grouping and some joint events. With most of 
the Church of Scotland congregations in the area having recently been in vacancy 
it has been more difficult to organise joint gatherings as energies have been 
directed toward Presbytery Mission Plan implementation and vacancy matters. 

Within the parish there are two Roman Catholic Churches, one Scottish Episcopal 
Church and two Independent churches. There is also a Redeemed Christian Church 
of God Praise Centre and a church plant from there which uses our Douglas 
building for their meetings. 

One of the two independent churches has met in the Whitfield Church building for a 
number of years and negotiations are at an advanced stage for them to purchase 
the building. Their congregation is active in providing a variety of ways of engaging 
with the surrounding community. 

In the past there have been good relationships with a number of ecumenical 
worship opportunities but these have been less in evidence since Covid and the 
restructuring of the church.

Dundee Northeast Church is part of DECA – Dundee Evangelical Christian 
Association - a fellowship of over 30 churches and para-church organisations in 
Dundee. 

ECUMENICAL CONTEXT



STEWARDSHIP 
AND FINANCE
Dundee Northeast is not currently participating in the National Stewardship 
Campaign. Having only come together as a new congregation eighteen months 
ago, we have had challenges bringing all the finances together. That work is now 
complete and we have our first set of Accounts and are now in a position to begin 
exploring stewardship in a more informed and targeted way. 

The deficit for 2023 was £5,037 and for 2024 was £20,607. This was partly due to 
expenses incurred at the start of the union and extraordinary expenses, such as 
architect fees, unexpected rates on unoccupied site due to change in Council 
policy, and cost of living increase in utilities.

There was a substantial increase in our Giving to Grow contribution to £32,522 in 
2024, with another substantial increase in 2025 to £42,000. Since the Union all 
legacy outstanding contributions and shortfalls have been met in full. 

We are not formally participating in the Eco-congregation programme, and there 
has been no recent environmental audit, however environmental issues are of 
concern to us, both local and international, and we have been actively involved in 
supporting Fair Trade, and charities working in parts of the world impacted by 
climate change. We use Fair Trade drinks and ingredients when we can and when 
possible, always support local businesses especially when we do any catering.



In the Perth Presbytery Mission Plan, Dundee Northeast has been given an 
allocation of 1 Minister of Word and Sacrament (MWS), 0.5 MWS Pioneer Ministry 
(for up to two years initially), 1 Ministry Development Staff (MDS) and 2 Ordained 
Local Ministers (OLMs).

The post currently advertised is for a full-time minister of word and sacrament 
on a Reviewable Charge (7 years) basis. Perth Presbytery will review the 
appointment within six months of the end of the seven year period from the date 
of induction of the minister. The Presbytery has confirmed that it does not intend 
to review the appointment before then.

At present there are two MDS staff in post, one associated with the former Douglas 
& Mid Craigie and Craigiebank Churches and the other with the former Fintry Parish 
Church. A new job description has been drawn up for the MDS post for Dundee 
Northeast, and the Church of Scotland Human Resources Department will work 
with the two current MDS to ascertain which might be best suited to fulfil the new 
role. The HR Department has confirmed that this work will be completed by the end 
of the year at the latest.

There are two OLMs in place, and the Kirk Session is considering the job 
description for the 0.5 Pioneer Minister and hope to advertise in the near future.

Currently there are no locally employed staff, however a number of members give 
sacrificially of their time and talents to ensure that the work is covered.

STAFFING



CHURCH AND 
HALLS
When Dundee Northeast Church came into being, it had three 
church buildings (Douglas & Mid Craigie, Fintry and Whitfield), 
two manses and a plot of land (former Craigiebank Church site). 
The Kirk Session has recently accepted an offer for the 
Whitfield Church building from an independent church which 
has been meeting in the church for many years alongside the 
former Whitfield congregation. Negotiations are at an advanced 
stage, and it is hoped that the building will be sold in the next 
few months. The plot of land, where the former Craigiebank 
Church stood prior to demolition, will hopefully be sold within 
the next few months.

It has been recognised that the mission of Dundee Northeast 
cannot adequately be served by one building, and a presence is 
required in at least two areas of our Parish. Although the 
communities that make up Dundee Northeast’s Parish are not 
geographically far apart, they are not linked by public transport 
and people from one community would not naturally go to 
another for shopping or leisure activities. 

The former Douglas & Mid Craigie and Fintry Church buildings 
are currently both used for worship, mission and outreach. The 
halls are also rented by external groups, with people in place to 
deal with the admin related to renting our halls as well as 
facilitating the individual hall lets. Both buildings are just over 
seventy years old. Proposals are under way to dispose of part 
of each building and site in order to release funds to develop 
the remaining part of each building in order to maintain and 
expand our existing worship, mission and outreach 
opportunities. 



MANSE
We recently sold two manses associated with legacy churches 
and have bought an alternative property which we hope will 
provide a comfortable and energy-efficient home for our new 
Minister and their family. The property is located in a modern 
private residential development and has 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, flexible living spaces, a south-facing rear garden, 
and easy access to excellent schools. There is also easy access 
to a local Nature Reserve and beach offering scenic walking 
and cycling.



WEB LINKS FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION
Congregational website

Facebook page

Parish map 

Statistics for Mission

SIMD Map - The Parish of Dundee: Northeast covers the areas of Craigie, Douglas 
& Angus, Fintry, Linlathan and Whtifield.

Annual Report and Accounts

Basis of Team Ministry

Church of Scotland Census data - Click on Perth at the bottom then scroll to 
Dundee North East.

Presbytery Mission Plan – see page 35 for Dundee Northeast.

The Excel summary sheet showing the current position of the PMP - click on the 
Dundee Zone at the foot of the page.

Dundee, the fourth largest city in Scotland, benefits from a central geographic 
location. For more information about Scotland’s sunniest city see DUNDEE One City, 
Many Discoveries | Dundee City Council 
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NEXT STEPS

Our Interim Moderator, Rev Brenda Elwell-Sutton, is happy to receive any informal 
enquiries. Email: BElwell-Sutton@churchofscotland.org.uk

Applications can be submitted by email to the Clerk to the Nominating Committee 
Mrs Kerry Clark - email: vacancy@dundeenortheastchurch.org.uk

Applications should include: 

• a full Curriculum Vitae
 
• a personal statement sharing your vision for ministry within Dundee Northeast 

Church and the gifts you would bring to our congregation
 
• the names of two referees, one of whom should be familiar with your current 

ministry - referees will only be contacted if the application is being taken 
further

• where possible, please include links to any online services that you have 
conducted 



LET'S WORK

TOGETHER

Please contact

Clerk to the Nominating Committee

Email: vacancy@dundeenortheastchurch.org.uk

website: dundeenortheastchurch.org.uk
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